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THE RACE FOR THE ARAS

From Gemma O'Doherty

to Svria to Irish neutrality,
political editor Mary Regan

puts some key issues
to the presidential hopeful

e front doars of Catherine
Connoll

, e thrown

\n\lr<1lt'l‘ Bt s we talbe,

1 doesn’t take much for

the prestdentind hopeful to pull cortain
shutters down,

When it comes to what has formed

her as a politicien — and some of
the bigger decisions of her eareer
to date and what they tell us — she
can be elasive,

Her discomfort with the spatfight is
clear: something that is at odds with a
cnsnpaign of this nature and all of its
hig TV mememnis

While the lefi-wing candidate has
stromg wicws about glohal politics and
the EU in particular, much remains
Imperceptibile, such as her reasons for
emtering politics, the people she wis
Lnnvishvend with along the way wod whs
exactly has brought her to this point

She rocently saud she i “not & natural
skithetnn” s taat e does not ke the
wurhd of politics

Does e
a palitical outsider

“Twouldn't e that deduction from
what | sald,” she says, but I'm left unsure
what desluction T should make

ngiders herself

w G,
the

|.|\-m5¢'m
It iz one of 'hc‘ m
will te

; quiesthons thut
e i Uhe woeeks ahead, but it

lives i the city's original settlement
The Claddigh, where the river Corrib
meets the Atlantic and where her own
grandfather wis part of the fishing
Eraitic

Her father, a carpester, made the
traditional gleolteog salling boats, a
craft that is buing revived thunks to a
drive by her poing bark o her dnys as
a councillor

Sho has two beautiful miniatore
versione of the hoat, crafiex] by her fther,
proudly displayed in her office.

Connwlly grew up in 8 house of 14
siblings in Shantall, an aros that was
developod a3 Galway's first corporation
houssing scheme in the 19505

When asked shout her upbringing
sl spys alve woou b “prefier to Lalk shot
the mie” of the presidency

1 past it 1o her that people might be
bisterested o know if ber background
shaped anything about her politics

“Whien vou are part of s family of that
soe, and it was seven) boys and seven
girls, we learncd about equality,
fghting your comer — but also, as we

grew older, respecting the differences
between us”
She vaguely kiew Prealdont Michael

eldest brother, *n fitically, as in
i wendt | g W ¥ brother”, she
adds, It was in the 1990s that she got
to know him better, and be ashed ber
o et fevvodved i politios,

“He askod a lot of candidates, all |.I
us «le o, and ove nmxu- 1

with the party and being tlected to the
Dail as an Independent

EUROPE
I’.m of the reason she parted ways with
| abour Party wiss over 18 support
for the Lisbon Treaty in a referendum

kn 2008
Tt weas the first EU treaty she cam
piktmied agninss, she says, “o my shame”
becanmse It was only then that she “woke
up” to the EL
T utant neoliborul &

rada, plus

hualldinig up of the arms industry
wiss frightening to me”

erits o Europe Dy in

il abye wos

under the
Jeadership of Ursula von der |

Now that =he i rnmin
dential of

it hefore, Tam sure | sid it
with good re " she says. “1 still have
good reason to be very worried abou
Ursula von der Leyven. This is a woman
whe heae stood shioulder to shoulkder with
Netanyahu and exprescd that, in e
woriks, b made the desert boom. There
re many, muny things to be concerned
about with Fran Von der T

She did meet her. in her role as leas-
hepin conhalire DL, and spodee
0 her in Germin, having picked up the
language when she studied psychilo-
&y there

*1 hawve ne difficulty carrying out my
roeki 1y it hsadds of state,” b suys,

During a debate on the removal of the

i old the Déil there are
L trusl, and thase
are the US and France:

Given that Franoe is our nearest EU
nedghbour, would she be viewed nega-
tively in Europe if she we:
dent? Is she a Enrosceptic’
T wrile net consider myself o bea

" oosramtted
1 80, How-
rned aboid
rnds and the

Presidential
Election

Sunday Independent §
Ireland Thinks.

1f the ballot paper in the
presidential ion had
the following names,
whowould youvoie for?

Heather
Humphreys

Ahern

Gareth
Sheridan

Declan
Ganley

Sunday Independent

Conmnlly sigys “there wits no praise for
the regime kn the pany v were in”)

Amaong the people they mel were
“mostly Palestinians, by far” and an

Lrish nun who has simoe died. They were
also shcwn areand & nefiages camp “that
Fuve me an insight into whit a refugee
camp was”

Tt was, she miys, "an eve-openes”, add

ng: 1 cxme hack with the horrorof war,
the horror of the destruction of war™
They met with the bead of the cham
{ Aleppo, Can ste
7 She says e did

the meeting wis with a man named Fi-
rith Chiehahi. He was sanctioned at the
*providing economic

she lomew this befove she met
him, Connolly suys: "] can't otmment
on that right now becatse 1 don't have
the list befiore me” But she insists “there
wins 1o pratse for the regime”

S sl thaat s i on record for con
demming Assad, although she did vote
aalne sancidons on Syr

Connolly is als uncear o) whe x
actly orgunised the trip. "t wis 8 group
in Dublin that organised I she days

Bt wheo was thist group? Thy were

i group of Palestinian activists who
WETE VETY L0 So individiads?
“Yeu," she says, but we & koft none the
wiser as 1o who.

She described Daly aad Wallace as
“like-minded”, so will they form part of
m‘ presidentind cnmpaign?

i wiie wll of Ilwru\uh be helping

sspect whist | do." she s

Prossod agaln, she adds: 1 am sure
they will be involved in the campaign

along with thousunds of poople whe
hawve signed ep — who ane looking for
a president that will respect the values

1 in the DAEL 1 saw her
through the Dail, and
er gain the respect of neardy all
‘T in the DAL

17 August 2025

HARD QUESTIONS FOR CONNOLLY

“And if your would Fike to know whint
1 a sense of hor:
ru with wikal was golisg on b Use war.
As 2 miother, a5 4 woman and as a TI,
rror of war. | ean sew why
clapplmg, bt p pa s
e wonld have boon bitter.”

N

Oeraf her bigg prditical platfomms through-
out her enreer hus hien neutrality, snd
she i strongly opposod to liws to remiove
e triphe fock, wiich would allow fre-
lard o take pairt in peacekeeping mis-

ction of the UK,
chermining of

the Entermationad onle
Nat only bs it lkely that this would be
the first ]\lnL of leglslatson she world
sign inv ¢ as president, but the role
1L«-1||.|1\L her supreme commander
of the Defence For hfl-mr manlate
she would not agree wit
“| wonld have mnlnhm[h with that
Every piece of legisiation thit oomes
fi sign, you do that with
the Counedl of State — | would have no
-luﬁinﬂn with that” she suys.
have had many roles in my life
and each one | have done to the best
of my ability. So 1 worked as a ciinical
pevehologist, 4 barrister. as & TD and
lews-cheann cambaile.
*1 hurve oo iffienity in ermbracing the

as set out in the Constitution and law,
anad | huve proven that in the different
roles that 1 have played”
nolly hopes that her presidency,
I she Is elected, would foeus oo com-
munity and the Erish language.

She says that everywhe
travelled, people are e
lestine

when U'm camvassing, ory
" she siys. “But | thinl
¢ than Pulestine, it people ruluu
o et this hagspen umider our wal
what is pext? It has brouglit
whiere are we olng a8 4 coun




5 FIEPL SONEICRITIIGE SOT FTEITRS,

“1 didn’t endarse her. |1 gave my
agreement 10 nominate het” Connolly
says. “She didn't get the nomination, 1
mwm:ﬂummm

done good wark at the
Ij.'m Ihmmdmlllnmllk.
bt ot vn that.

1 put it to her that at that point
o Thad

Was Connaily
when she gave her the nomination?
Tt i 0 Jong agn.” she sy, and does
not add anything farther.
A former mayor of Galway, she

HEIE UEIGCTSGAIARIRS CENFS LOCTE WORKIE 1

AMFNILLY SN ST PCRICVES WIC A I
mﬂubmnmmtﬂhum
been for n long Ume'

SYRIA
Something that ks likely to draw sioee

Iﬂk:lnﬂh‘hmm

| A AN ST VICWS U Russia

Blmpu,npml.hwmmh-mmkd.

l'lrmtl" mtial viice & i voloe for peace ™

m»wemmml 2027 shows
that she didn’t applid the Ukrainian
president She inslsts she did,

1 stood and 1
that out of the way first,” she says, “But
wee have a situstion whese the analysis

unpty thetorie” and the "niture of the
debate among i ] wu

being treatred as & persmality oo
uﬂ‘amd-anlt’:nﬁhlhz‘frlmd

B e o W
L Wi mre w a
Mnfl not.

By the
wmﬂmcuﬂum:mrm
Aection of debate in this countty,

leaving q
mlelhml!hewﬂlheabkwmmﬂ




