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PvOUnO 0ˏaPPyrC S qPOˏU NvTT Uur SSrynOq UunU
SrRVvSrq VT UP NnSSZ vO TrpSrU

Ireland’s present is not perfect but its past was grim, one of hypocrisy and
economic failure

Fintan O'Toole
Tue Dec 27 2022 - 00:00

/PTUnytvn pSrrQT PWrS UuvT TyPX TUSrUpu orUXrrO LuSvTUNnT nOq /rX
frnS XurO
 nT auPNnT WPPSrˏT TPOt unT vU
 Uur yvtuU Ps PUurS qnZT
TVSSPVOqT VT� aur SrQrUvUvPO Ps snNvyvnS nOOVny SvUVnyT TVNNPOT Uur
tuPTUT Ps Uur QrPQyr
 nOq Uur UvNrT
 UunU nSr tPOr�

frU S UuvOx vUˏT snvS UP TnZ UunU POr Ps Uur UuvOtT UunU qvTUvOtVvTurT
SSrynOq sSPN NnOZ PUurS QPTU�vOqVTUSvny TPpvrUvrT vT UunU OPTUnytvn unT
OP tSrnU QVSpunTr PO QVoyvp NrNPSZ� SUˏT n QSvWnUr nssnvS ˊ POpr ZPV USZ
UP trOrSnyvTr vU
 vU orpPNrT noTVSq�

Ss ZPV nSr NZ ntr nOq sSPN n TvNvynS XPSxvOt�pynTT onpxtSPVOq vO
 TnZ

ynStr QnSUT Ps KSvUnvO PS Uur bOvUrq 4UnUrT
 UurSrˏT n WrSZ tPPq SrnTPO UP
yPPx onpx UP XunU TrrNT UP unWr orrO n orUUrS UvNr� 4rpVSr wPoT
 Uur
qvtOvUZ nOq QSPUrpUvPO Ps TUSPOt USnqr VOvPOT
 NVpu purnQrS
 PS rWrO
urnWvyZ TVoTvqvTrq
 npprTT UP uvturS rqVpnUvPO
 UuSvWvOt pPNNVOvUvrT ˊ
UurTr UuvOtT SrnyyZ qvq rYvTU nOq SrnyyZ unWr orrO yPTU�

KVU XurO S yPPx onpx
 S pnO ZrnSO sPS NZ urnq Ps yVYVSvnOU unvS
 sPS NZ
ZPVUu
 sPS NZ QnSrOUT nOq NZ TvTUrS orvOt TUvyy nyvWr nOq TP PO� S svOq vU
vNQPTTvoyr
 UuPVtu
 UP ZrnSO sPS SSrynOq nT vU XnT UurO�
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duZ qvq Uur O1J qryrUr n
UXrrU noPVU rnUvOt NrnUH

aur drTU NVTU uryQ
bxSnvOr UP qrOr WvpUPSZ
qvrSrOUyZ

4vOO P§vO unT XunU NvtuU
orOvtOyZ or punSnpUrSvTrq
nT qrrQ nNovWnyrOpr
UPXnSqT Uur 4UnUr

PvOUnO YˏaPPyrC aur POyZ
qvrSrOpr orUXrrO n
tPPq NvtSnOU nOq n onq
POr vT UvNr

PPSUZ ZrnST ntP
 nU Uur rOq Ps 
 S XnT snpvOt vOUP Uur USVr ortvOOvOt
Ps NZ nqVyU yvsr� dvUuvO n srX NPOUuT
 S XPVyq trU NnSSvrq
 UVSO 
 trU
NZ svSTU sVyy�UvNr wPo nOq trU n NPSUtntr� Jyy UurTr NvyrTUPOrT XPVyq
SVTu oZ yvxr ynOqNnSxT tyvNQTrq sSPN n TQrrqvOt rYQSrTT USnvO�

S nN nXnSr nT S XSvUr UuvT UunU UurSr Xvyy or SrnqrST vO UurvS UXrOUvrT
nOq UuvSUvrT XuP Xvyy or UuvOxvOtC yVpxZ ZPV� fPV pPVyq trU n wPo nOq n
NPSUtntr�
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KVU
 UuPVtu S nN tSnUrsVy sPS UunU yVpx
 vU qPrT OPU Nnxr Nr npur sPS
UunU QnTU vO nOZ pPyyrpUvWr TrOTr�

"OZ TnOr QrSTPO XPVyq unWr UP nqq UP ˎauvOtT nSr
OPU XunU UurZ VTrq UP orˏ
 n SryvrWrq ˎaunOx

tPPqOrTTˏ�

PPS n TUnSU
 UurSrˏT UunU NnSSvntr� SU unq UP or n TrpSrU nssnvS�

/rvUurS Ps VT XnT n QSnpUvTvOt LnUuPyvp
 TP Xr qrpvqrq PO QSvOpvQyr UP
or NnSSvrq vO n pvWvy prSrNPOZ nU Uur SrtvTUSZ Pssvpr UunU XnT UurO QnSU
Ps n TPyvpvUPSˏT Pssvpr OPU snS VQ UvyqnSr 4USrrU sSPN Uur M�vy�

WZ Xvsr XnT UrnpuvOt vO n pPOWrOU TpuPPy� OvyrrO PyZOO
 XuP unq n
TvNvynS wPo vO n TpuPPy vO /rX 3PTT
 unq wVTU orrO svSrq oZ Uur OVOT sPS
yvWvOt vO TvO�

aur LuVSpu XPVyq OPU SrpPtOvTr PVS pvWvy XrqqvOt nT n NnSSvntr
 TP
NZ Xvsr XnT vO UunU TnNr pnUrtPSZ Ps Uur qnNOrq� dr QVU Uur yrtnyyZ�
SrRVvSrq OPUvpr Ps PVS sPSUupPNvOt OVQUvnyT vO SSvTu vO aur SSvTu avNrT
nOq uPQrq UunU OPoPqZ XPVyq Srnq vU� aurSr XrSr OP XrqqvOt QvpUVSrT
UP or TunSrq XvUu NZ XvsrˏT tSrnU sSvrOqT nU TpuPPy�

RPX pPVyq ZPV srry OPTUnytvp sPS nyy UunU uZQPpSvTZ
 sPS Uur TZTUrNnUvp
XnZ vO Xuvpu Xr XrSr nyy TVQQPTrq UP srry nTunNrq vO POr XnZ PS
nOPUurS sPS orvOt PVSTryWrTH

YVS rYQrSvrOpr XnT n NvOPS UPxrO Ps n NVpu XvqrS pVyUVSr Ps TunNvOt
nOq SrQSrTTvPO� (nZ NrO XrSr TUvyy orvOt UuSrnUrOrq XvUu yvsr
vNQSvTPONrOU� WnOZ Ps Uur WPUurS nOq KnoZ RPNrT XrSr TUvyy vO
oVTvOrTT� aur ynTU Ps Uur WntqnyrOr ynVOqSvrT
 SvtuU vO Uur prOUSr Ps
MVoyvO
 XPVyq TUvyy or vO PQrSnUvPO sPS nOPUurS  ZrnST�

David Norris (left), chairman of the National Gay Federation, speaking at a press conference in 1980 after he
had lost his High Court action challenging the constitutionality of the Republic's laws on homosexuality.
Photograph: Pat Langan

JU Uur rOq Ps 
 NPSrPWrS
 vU sryU yvxr nyy Ps UuvT XnT tPvOt UP trU
XPSTr orsPSr vU tPU orUUrS� KPUu PvnOOn P�vy nOq PvOr (nry unq
pPNNvUUrq UurNTryWrT UP uPyqvOt n SrsrSrOqVN UP vOTrSU n onO PO
noPSUvPO vOUP Uur LPOTUvUVUvPO� aurSr XnT OP qPVoU UunU vU XPVyq QnTT

rOTuSvOvOt uZQPpSvTZ nT Uur OnUvPOny SryvtvPO nOq TvyrOpr nT Uur
OnUvPOny nOUurN�

auvT rYUSnWntnOU QvrUZ XnT pPNQrOTnUvPO sPS rpPOPNvp snvyVSr� SO

 UrO ZrnST nsUrS Xr wPvOrq Uur Ob
 SSrynOqˏT (M1 QrS pnQvUn XnT
TUvyy POyZ  QrS prOU Ps Uur Ob nWrSntr� dr unq n USnqr onynOpr UunU
ZrnS Ps NvOVT ˨ NvyyvPO�

Ss S unq orrO
 vO 
 Uur ntr S nN OPX
 S XPVyq unWr unq -nT nO
nWrSntr SSvTu NnO. wVTU svWr NPSr ZrnST yrsU UP yvWr� aPqnZ
 S pnO rYQrpU
UP yvWr sPS nOPUurS  ZrnST�

aurSr XnT
 NPSrPWrS
 yvUUyr TrOTr UunU UurSr XrSr QPUrOU nyUrSOnUvWrT UP
Uur pPOTrSWnUvWr pPOTrOTVT� aur xyrQUPpSnU LunSyrT RnVturZ yPPNrq
yvxr n WVyUVSr PWrS Uur qPNrTUvp QPyvUvpny TprOr�

1rPQyr XuP XrSr UXP PS UuSrr ZrnST ZPVOtrS UunO Nr XrSr ortvOOvOt
UP QynO UurvS rTpnQr SPVUrT� KZ 
 Uur TyPX qrNPtSnQuvp SrpPWrSZ Ps
Uur T nOq T unq tPOr vOUP SrWrSTr� aur QPQVynUvPO XnT snyyvOt
nT NnTT rNvtSnUvPO SrUVSOrq�

JOq UuVNQvOt nyPOt VOqrSOrnUu vU nyy XnT Uur qSVNornU Ps uPSSPS
sSPN Uur /PSUu� aur aSPVoyrT TrrNrq RVvUr pnQnoyr Ps TVTUnvOvOt
UurNTryWrT sPSrWrS�

auVT
 rWrO nT S UuvOx onpx PO nO rYpvUvOt UvNr vO NZ PXO yvsr
 S pnOˏU
qP Uur TnNr sPS Uur yvsr Ps SSrynOq� JOZ TnOr QrSTPO XPVyq unWr UP nqq
UP ˑauvOtT nSr OPU XunU UurZ VTrq UP or 
˒ n SryvrWrq ˑaunOx tPPqOrTT �˒

/POr Ps UuvT vT UP TVttrTU UunU Xr TuPVyq or TnUvTsvrq XvUu Uur QSrTrOU
orpnVTr Uur QnTU XnT TP tSvN� SU vT NrSryZ UP TnZ UunU Xr nSr ynStryZ
TQnSrq Uur UrNQUnUvPO UP ˑSrTUPSr˒ n WnOvTurq vqZyy vO Xuvpu rWrSZUuvOt
XnT orUUrS�

SU XnTOˏU� SSrynOq vT OPU n QnSnqvTr OPX oVU OrvUurS qPrT vU unWr n
1nSnqvTr -PTU UP QvOr sPS�
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drTUQPSU TUSrrU nTTnVyU WvpUvN -. qvrT vO
uPTQvUny

bOn WVyynyyZC /rvUurS Uur pPVOpvy OPS
(PWrSONrOU TuPVUrq TUPQ nT QnSUT Ps
MVoyvOˏT punSnpUrS XrSr rSnTrq
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ˎSU vT WrSZ T
 vTOˏU vUHˏ TVqtr UPyq Ps
XnSSvOt pPVQyrˏT ntSrrNrOU PWrS vNNrSTvPO
TXvUpu

J qvWvqrq Luvyr NnSxT  ZrnST TvOpr
1vOPpurUˏT oyPPqZ NvyvUnSZ pPVQ
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Good riddance to the time of shaming, repression and the kleptocrat Charles Haughey. Photograph: Matt
Kavanagh

Charles Haughey Abortion Catholic Church Fintan O'Toole
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ˎdurO S Trr nOPUurS rrwvU VTvOt n $rOUSn
ont nT pnSSZ�PO
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vOUP tSPVQ Ps QrPQyr vO (nyXnZ

UrO OnSyZC aur onSr snpUT yPPx VtyZ sPS
4UrQurO UrOOZ nT SSrynOqˏT RVnyvpnUvPO
pnNQnvtO vT nyy oVU PWrS

PvOnOpvny NvTpPOqVpU TnOpUvPOT snpr
tSPXvOt QVTuonpx sSPN ynXZrST nOq
qvSrpUPST
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Ron's Bold 'Happy Days' Claim
Ron Howard says it wasn’t all “Happy Days” on set due
to one co-star's actions.
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PvOUnO 0ˏaPPyrC aur sVyy
 VOrYQVStnUrq WrSTvPO Ps
bQ Uur ˏ3n

Up cutting the legs off young women shopping for wedding dresses. Up
torturing kids with Black & Decker drills through their kneecaps

Fintan O'Toole
Tue Oct 18 2022 - 05:00

S nz nyy vO snWPVS Ps QrPQyr TvOtvOt bQ Uur ˏ3n� ]P yPOt nT vUˏT Uur sVyy
WrSTvPO vOUrOqrq oZ Uur nSUvTUT SnUurS UunO Uur SnqvP�sSvrOqyZ rqvU�

aur PSvtvOny WrSTvPO vT RVvUr n XPSx Ps nSUC

bQ pVUUvOt Uur yrtT Pss ZPVOt XPzrO TuPQQvOt sPS XrqqvOt qSrTTrT�
bQ UPSUVSvOt xvqT XvUu Kynpx � MrpxrS qSvyyT UuSPVtu UurvS xOrrpnQT�
bQ  puvyqSrO VOqrS Uur ntr Ps  TVowrpUrq UP ˑQVOvTuzrOU ornUvOtT˒
vO Uur T nyPOr�

bQ oVSZvOt Uur oPqZ Ps n XvqPX vO n TrpSrU Qynpr nOq UryyvOt urS 
xvqT UunU UurvS zPUurS unT SVO Pss XvUu TPzr znO nOq yrsU Uurz�

READ  MORE

duZ qvq Uur O1J qryrUr n
UXrrU noPVU rnUvOt zrnUH

aur drTU zVTU uryQ
bxSnvOr UP qrOr WvpUPSZ
qvrSrOUyZ

]vOO P§vO unT XunU zvtuU
orOvtOyZ or punSnpUrSvTrq
nT qrrQ nzovWnyrOpr
UPXnSqT Uur ]UnUr

PvOUnO YˏaPPyrC aur POyZ
qvrSrOpr orUXrrO n
tPPq zvtSnOU nOq n onq
POr vT Uvzr

bQ znTTnpSvOt UuPTr zPVSOvOt Uur qrnq Ps UXP XPSyq XnST� bQ
(PSqPO dvyTPO USnQQrq vO Uur SVooyr Ps OOOvTxvyyrO XvUu uvT qnVtuUrS
WnSvr
 uPyqvOt urS unOq nOq urnSvOt urS ynTU XPSqT� bQ ˑMnqqZ
 S yPWr
ZPV WrSZ zVpu�˒

bQ UvzvOt oPzoT vO QVoT QSrpvTryZ sPS Uur SvtuU uPVS PO QnZ OvtuU
XurO UurZˏq or sVyy Ps ZPVOt XPSxvOt�pynTT pPVQyrT� bQ vOpvOrSnUvOt
Uur zrzorST Ps Uur SSvTu LPyyvr LyVo TP UuPSPVtuyZ UunU UurvS oPqvrT
XrSr orZPOq SrpPtOvUvPO orpnVTr
 Xryy
 UuPTr XrSr 1SPUrTUnOU qPtT�
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PvOUnO 0ˏaPPyrC OOPpu KVSxrˏT USnOTsPSNnUvPO vOUP
nO vpPO Ps sSrrqPN Ps rYQSrTTvPO vT sSnOxyZ uvynSvPVT
Teacher demands respect for his own right to be who he is yet affords none of

that respect to those who differ from him

Fintan O'Toole
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OOPpu KVSxr urnSq n uPSSPS TUPSZ sSPN n ˑLuSvTUvnO pPVQyr˒ XuP
WvTvUrq n LuSvTUvnO oPPxTuPQ vO /PSUurSO SSrynOq� SO XunU TuPVyq unWr
orrO n Qynpr Ps TnOpUvUZ
 UurZ XrSr pPOsSPOUrq oZ n snyTr vqPy�
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0ˏMPOOryy�
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 aur RrqPOvTN nOq RPNPTrYVnyvUZ Ps
TPuO ZvQrS nOq ]nN JyyorSSZC aur aSVUu Ps ]pSvQUVSr
 KVSxr rYQynvOT
UunU OPU POyZ vT 0ˏMPOOryy ˑn 3PNnO LnUuPyvp 
˒ oVU ˑur unT OrWrS
QSPsrTTrq UP or n LuSvTUvnO
 vT NnSSvrq UP n qvWPSprr
 nOq vO SrprOU
ZrnST pnNr PVU vO TVQQPSU Ps oPUu TnNr�TrY NnSSvntr nOq noPSUvPO
SvtuUT �˒
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 ur XnT
nOUntPOvTUvp vO uvT SrTQPOTr� aur TuPQ PXOrS Tnvq ur qvqOˏU xOPX XunU
MnOvry oryvrWrq nOq XunU uvT TQvSvUVny pPOqvUvPO XnT nOq pynvNrq UunU

vs ur XvTurq UP svOq PVU
 ur XPVyq unWr UP NrrU uvN�˒
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Enoch Burke’s imprisonment for defying a court order to stay away from the school is very sad. But his
transformation into an icon of freedom of expression is frankly hilarious. Photograph: Collins Courts

Enoch Burke
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