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Ireland’s present is not perfect but its past was grim, one of hypocrisy and
economic failure
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David Norris (left), chairman of the National Gay Federation, speaking at a press conference in 1980 after he
had lost his High Court action challenging the constitutionality of the Republic's laws on homosexuality.
Photograph: Pat Langan
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Good riddance to the time of shaming, repression and the kleptocrat Charles Haughey. Photograph: Matt
Kavanagh

Charles Haughey Abortion Catholic Church Fintan O'Toole
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Up cutting the legs off young women shopping for wedding dresses. Up
torturing kids with Black & Decker drills through their kneecaps
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Dead horses and wrecked cars at the scene of an IRA bomb attack in Hyde Park, London, in July 1982.
Photograph: PA Wire

Irish Republican Army Women's World Cup Vera Pauw Fintan O'Toole
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Enoch Burke’s imprisonment for defying a court order to stay away from the school is very sad. But his
transformation into an icon of freedom of expression is frankly hilarious. Photograph: Collins Courts

Enoch Burke
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