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The cumulative increase in the price of food based on the ConsumerPrice Index.
Howthepriceof somecommon
groceryproducts has increased
over thepast 12months

Source: Central Statistics Office. The baseline figure of 100 on the graph represents food prices in December 2023. This means that
a representative basket of goods has increased from 83.1% of the baseline in February 2021 to 105.3% of the baseline in June 2025.
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Supermarkets denyprice gouging as
ministervows action onhigh food bills

Supermarketshavehit back at accusa-
tions of price gouging, insisting their
pricesarecompetitiveandprofitmargins
are low.

It comes after new figures show
grocery prices continue to rise, exac-
erbating the cost-of-living crisis for
families.

Somemeatprices areup22pc in the
pastyearalone,withbutterupby30pcin
ayear.JuniorretailministerAlanDillon
acknowledged“therisingcostofgrocer-
ies and its impact on consumers”, and
promised action including new fines.

“TheGovernment intends toprovide
the Competition and Consumer Pro-
tectionCommission (CCPC)withnew
additional powers to impose adminis-
trative financial sanctions in respect
of breaches,” MrDillon said.

TheGovernment thisweekrebuffed
proposedSocialDemocrats legislation
thatwould forcemajorgroceryretailers
toreveal theirprofits inIreland.There is
no intention to reinstateprice controls
on staples, suchasbread,milk, tea and
butter,whichwere imposed in thepast.

Social Democrats TD Jennifer

SENANMOLONY,
CHARLIEWESTON
ANDMARGARETDONNELLY

Whitmore said in the Dáil that
consumers“havearighttoknowwhether
surginggroceryprices reflect genuine
input cost increases or blatant price
gouging”.

But Retail Ireland, a division of
employers’ group Ibec which repre-
sentssupermarkets,rejectedaccusations
of pricegougingand said itsmembers
remain firmlycommitted todelivering
value and choice for consumers.

“Althoughpricingdecisionsrestwith
individualretailers,thehighlevelofcom-
petition in the Irish market continues
todeliverstrongvalue forconsumers,”
they said.

Retail Ireland insistedthatdespitean
increase in some categories recently,
Irish food inflation trendsarebelowthe
EUaverage. It saida2023CCPCreport
confirmed the Irishgrocerymarket re-
mains highly competitive.

Profitmargins ingroceryretail “are
lowandrecentprice increasesareover-
whelmingly due to cost increases fur-
ther up the supply chain”, it said.

Overall prices were up by 1.8pc in
theyear toJune, the latest inflation fig-
ures from theCentral StatisticsOffice
(CSO) show.

But foodandnon-alcoholicbeverage
pricesare risingatmore than twice the
level of general inflation – up by4.6pc
in the year.

Thecostofapoundofbutterisnowup
by€1.10 in theyear, a30pcsurge incost.

Irish cheddar cheese is almost €1
dearerperkilogramme,with two litres
of full-fat milk up by27c.

Thecostof striploinsteak isupmore
than€5perkilogrammeinthepastyear
to €28.63, or 22.5pc.

Even cheaper cuts of meat have
jumpedinprice.Dicedbeefisnow€13.26
per kilo, a rise of €2.42 in a year. This
works out at a surge of 22pc.

A white sliced pan (88g) is now 6c
dearerthanlastyearat€1.67. Irishched-
dar cheese now costs €11.34 per kilo-
gramme – up by95c in the year.

A pint of stout is now just over €6,
theCSO said –which is up from€5.79
last year.

“Theonlyvisibleincreasetofoodprice
to families is thepriceon theshelf, so it
is important to understand the break-

down of the price of staple food from
farm to shelf,” MrDillon said.

“The food supplychain is a complex
global system that requires price fair-
nessandtransparencyfromfarmtofork.

“Ultimately, theGovernmentcanonly
intervene if there is evidenceof unfair
market practices.”

But he said he was engaging with
Agriculture Minister Martin Heydon,
asking for the Agri-Food Regulator to
determine market analysis and pric-
ing trends across the supply chain for
groceries.

Meanwhile, several major retail-
ers – including Life Style Sports, DID
Electrical,RathwoodHomeandGarden
World,andmostrecently,Boots Ireland
–have recentlybeenprosecutedbythe
CCPCformisleadingdiscountpractic-
es during seasonal sales.

Thesecasesmarkedthe“firstwaveof
enforcementundernewpricing trans-
parencylaws”,MrDillonsaid, although
none involved food retailers.

MrDillion said, however, thatTesco
Irelandhadlastyearadmittedtobreach-
ing consumer lawby failing to display
unit pricingonClubcardpromotional
labels, undermining consumers’ abil-
ity to make informed choices.

Hesaid thecases takenbytheCCPC
alsoestablishedthatanyadvertiseddis-
countmustbebasedonthe lowestprice
in the previous 30 days.

“These actions reflect this Govern-
ment’s strongcommitment toprotect-
ing consumers,” he said.

However, he also said businesses in

Irelandaregenerallyfreetosettheirown
prices, “once they do so independent-
ly and in compliance with consumer
protection law”.

“While inflation isstabilising insome
areas, food prices remain stubbornly
high. I am determined to understand
why,” he said.

He has requested an update to a
high-level analysis of the Irishgrocery
retail sector, and theCCPCwill report
to Government in comingweeks.

However, he added: “All aspects of
the supplychainhave faced increased
costs of doing business in recent
years stemming from global pres-
sures suchas increases in feed, energy,
fertiliser prices and increased labour
costs.”

IrishFarmers’Associationpresident
FrancieGormansaid:“Thereisfull trans-
parencyaroundwhat farmersget paid
forwhat theyproduce.

“Nor is there any dispute about the
increase in input costs, particularly in
the last three years. Food was far too
cheap for far too long.”

Presidentof the IrishCreameryMilk
SuppliersAssociation,DenisDrennan,
saidpoliticians andcorporate retailers
hadtogetherfostered“a fantasy”atcon-
sumerlevelabouttheastronomicalcosts
ofahistoric transition to low-emissions
environmentally sustainable farming.

“Getting the food of the mandated
standard to the fridge of your local su-
permarket has a cost – economically
and environmentally – and that cost
has to be paid,” he said.

Newpowerswill
be given to the
consumerwatchdog

Junior retailministerAlanDillon is
promising financial sanctions
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