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Gavin, the CelticTiger apartment
he lost in crash, and a rent dispute
Candidate had
difficulty in 2008
‘like thousands
of other couples’

It’s always busy on North Brun-
swick Street. The road links the
busynorth inner-cityDublin sub-
urbs of Smithfield, Stoneybatter
and Grangegorman. The cobble

stones and disused tram lines run-
ning alongside a cutstonewarehouse
on a side street called Stable Lane
points to the history of the area being
the centre of the linen and cloth trade
in theGeorgian era.Thehints ofDub-
lin city in the rare auld times contrast
with a relatively modern apartment
complex across the road.
BlackhallSquarewasbuilt in the late

1990s, when about 3,000 apartments
poppedup in the area.Among the first
residentswhenthecomplexwasputon
themarketwereayoungcouplemaking
theirfirsthometogether.JimGavinwas
anAir Corps pilot and Jennifer O’Sul-
livanwas cabin crewwith Aer Lingus
when they jointly signedup to amort-
gage with Allied Irish Bank for a new
apartmentinNovember1998.Thecouple
were married two years later in Octo-
ber2000at theChurchof the Immacu-
lateConception inClondalkin, thewest
Dublin suburbwhere both hail from.
Fouryears later, theymovedon from

theapartmenttoaVictoriantownhouse
onacul-de-sacoffClanbrassilStreeton
the southside of the city. The couple
lived in the redbrick when their two
children were born – Yasmin in 2006
andJude in2008.Bythat stage,Jennif-
erhadquither jobwithAerLingusand
was ahomemaker.The two-bedhouse
proved to be too small, though, for the
growingfamily.TheGavinsboughttheir
foreverhomeinthesouthsidesuburbof
RathfarnhaminSeptember2008,short-
ly after the birth of their second child.
Theprice theypaid isunclear, as the

salepre-dates theofficialpropertyprice
register.Thehousenextdoorwasbought
for€560,00018monthsaftertheGavins
purchased, but priceswere starting to
fall significantly at that point.
PropertypricesinAutumn2008,when

theGavinsboughttheirhome,werestill
near thepeakof theCelticTigerboom
–albeit comingdownat thatpoint. Lit-
erally10days later, thegovernmentan-
nounced the€40bnbankguaranteeas
financial institutions faced almost im-
minent collapse. The economic crash
had begun.
JimandJenniferGavincelebratetheir

25thweddinganniversarynextTuesday.
In themiddle of his presidential elec-
tion campaign, their first familyhome
togetherhasnowcroppedup.Whenthe
GavinsmovedonfromBlackhallSquare,
theykept the apartment to rent out.

Thenorth inner-city apartment has
since been occupied by a number of
tenants, including a couplewho rent-
ed theproperty from2007 to2009.The
tenantwaspayinghis rentbystanding
orders from his current and savings
account eachmonth.The couplewere
saving for a house themselves, hence
the second bank account.
When the tenantsmovedout inMay

2009,thestandingorderfromthecurrent
accountwas cancelled. But a banking
error resulted in rent continuing to be
paid intoGavin’s accountbyastanding
order from the savings account for six
monthsuntilNovember2009.Whenthe
errorwas spotted, the tenant sought to
get a refund of the inadvertently paid
rent. Finding it difficult to get hold of
Gavin, the tenant persisted by phone,
email and personal contact.
“WhenImovedoutofyourapartment,

due toamixupwith thebank, rentcon-
tinued tobepaid intoyouraccountbya
standingorder fromasavingaccount I
havewithAIB,” hewrote inDecember
2009. “After I moved out of the apart-

ment at the beginning of May, a total
of€550 continued to bepaid intoyour
account until Novemberwhen I real-
ised the error. Thismeans I paid you a
total of €3,300 in error.”
The tenant askedGavin to acknowl-

edge the mistake and refund him the
money. “Iwould likeyou to contactme
by phone or in writing to arrange for
thismoneytobe repaid tome,”he said.
“I amwriting to you inwork because I
havebeenunabletoreachyoubyphone,
despite repeated attempts.Yourhome

addresswasneverincludedontheorig-
inal lease, so Iwas not able towrite to
you at yourhome address.
“Ialsoaskedthebanktocontactyouby

phone,butyoudidnotrespondtothem.”
Thetenantclaimedthat,whenhedid

not get a response, hewent to Gavin’s
parents’ house to seek to contact him.
Hegot amobilenumber forhis former
landlord. He also contacted the Resi-
dentialTenanciesBoard to tryandget
Gavin’s home address from them, but
theyhad no record of the tenancy.
The tenant says that, when he got

Gavin on the phone, he was told the
moneywouldberefunded,but thisnev-
erhappened.Healsosaysmaintenance
of thepropertywasslowtohappen,and
he got the impression that Gavinwas
stretched financially.
Gavin says he does not remember

any issue over a rent refund. “In rela-
tion to the tenant, hedoesnothaveany
recollectionorrecordsof anysuchdis-
pute, and they have reviewed all the
records they have from 16 years ago,”
a statement says.
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‘The candidate does
admit his tenancy
was not officially
registered, aswas
required under the
law’

But thecandidatedoesadmithis ten-
ancy was not officially registered, as
was required under the law.
“TheRTB legislationwasnewat that

timeandhaschangedsignificantlysince
that,” the statement said.
“According to the CSO, 62pc of all

propertieswerenotproperlyregistered
at that time.Jim’sandJennifer’swasone
of them.However,all rental incomewas
declared and taxwas paid.”
In themidst of the economic boom,

manypeoplewerebecomingCelticTi-
ger landlords.
Later, theywouldbecomeknownas

“accidental landlords” as investment
properties became millstones. The
Gavinswere among this cohort.
WhentheyboughttheirRathfarnham

home in September 2008, the Gavins
movedtheirtwomortgagesonthehouse
andcitycentreapartment to IIBHome-
loans. IIBBankbecameKBCBank.As
the bank was being wound down, its
mortgageswent indifferentdirections,
depending onwhether theywere per-
forming or not. Some ended up with
vulture funds.
“WhenJimandhiswife started their

familyandmovedtotheircurrenthome
in 2008, they moved from their then
familyhomeinClanbrassilStreet,which
was sold,” the statement said.
“Prior to that, he and his wife lived

in Smithfield from 1998 to 2003. Fol-
lowing this, the apartment in Smith-
field was rented out. All relevant tax
was paid to Revenue.
“Like thousandsof otheryoungcou-

ples,JimandJennifersubsequentlyhad
difficultyduringthefinancialcrash.Re-
payments were maintained, but were
unsustainable.Theasset inSmithfield
was, followinga lengthyprocess,hand-
ed back to the bank and an addition-
al amount was added to their current
mortgage; as such theywill continue to
carry the cost of this period for a fur-
ther 17 years. Therewas absolutely no
special treatment.”
JimGavin isnewtopolitics, so there

is no public record of his assets. TDs,
senators and councillors maintain a
public register that provides details of
financial and other interests – includ-
ingproperties–disclosedbypoliticians
to uphold standards of integrity, con-
ductandconcernforthepublic interest.
Gavin’scompetitorsinthepresidential

race, FineGael’s HeatherHumphreys
and IndependentCatherineConnolly,
haveboth filled in theirregisterof inter-
ests since their respective entries into
political life in 2003 and 1999.
For example, the Register of Inter-

ests for members of Dáil Éireann for
2023 shows Humphreys has a private
pensionwithAviva andan investment
fundwith Standard Life, and owns 25
hectaresof farmland inMonaghanand
aconstituencyoffice inCavan.Connol-
ly has nothing to declare.
The annual form allows the public

to track the assets of their elected rep-
resentatives.
ForJimGavin though, there isnoth-

ing of the sort.
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Gavin received registered solicitor’s letters in rent row
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● 2024 Hurler of theYear and dualAll-Ireland winner Shane O’Donnell tackles Jack O’Neill of
Clooney-Quin on his way to winning his first senior county medal with Éire Óg Ennis in the Clare

SHC final in Cusack Park, Ennis. Photo: John Sheridan See Sport Pullout

FIRST COUNTY MEDAL FOR ALL-IRELAND WINNER O’DONNELL

SPORTPULLOUT

● Jim Gavin has dramatically quit the
presidential race after making what he
called a mistake “not in keeping with my
character”.

The Fianna Fáil candidate informed
Taoiseach Micheál Martin last night that
he would withdraw his name from the
election contest. It comes amid controver-
sy over his actions as a landlord. The Irish

Independent revealed on Saturday how a
former tenant claimed Mr Gavin didn’t
give back overpayments totalling €3,300.
There is likely to be significant fallout with-
in the Fianna Fáil party.Report: Page 11
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