
E-scooters campaign

Between July 2025-July 2026:

• 65 articles linking e-scooters to crime and illegal activity

• 37 articles on the political response and legislative gaps

• 24 articles on the health and human impact

• 11 Comment pieces and Editorials 

• Video/Podcast



Leading
the debate 
The Irish Independent did not simply report events. It framed
and informed the national debate with editorials, expert 
opinion, technical analysis and commentary. As the sample 
headlines (left) show the aim was balanced journalism that 
combined scrutiny, expertise and constructive solutions.



Investigating 
the flaws in 
public policy 
The campaign repeatedly highlighted gaps in Irish 
legislation and enforcement, including: Illegal high -
powered scooters being sold openly, retailers 
marketing scooters to children, insurance loopholes 
and garda concerns over enforcement powers . 



The human 
cost behind 
the statistics

The campaign gave a voice to victims, 
families and frontline healthcare 
professionals.



Reporting 
The Irish Independent mounted a sustained, multi -platform 
journalism campaign examining the rapid growth of e -scooter 
use in Ireland and its consequences for public safety, regulation 
and communities. Consistent journalism helped move the issue 
from a niche transport story to a national public policy concern. 



Exposing
criminality 
and misuse 
The Irish Independent was first to 
comprehensively document how e -scooters were 
increasingly linked to criminal activity. Coverage 
included stories from different regions that 
highlighted incidents of drug dealing, burglaries, 
dangerous modified scooters, evasion of gardaí 
and anti -social behaviour. 
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