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JUSTICE MINISTER BAC

EXCLUSIVE

BY LOUISE BURNE
Political Correspondent

JUSTICE Minister Helen
McEntee has said people should
be "'screaming from the rooftops"’
about the number of women
being killed in Ireland.

The Fine Gael minister was
speaking exclusively to the Irish
Mirror as part of our Stop the
Violence campaign.

Ms McEntee spoke about the legis-
lative and cultural changes that are
required to tackle what Taoiseach
Leo Varadkar described this week as
an ‘epidemic” of violence against
women.

Asreported by the Irish Mirror on
Monday, the number of women who
were the victim of homicides in 2022 .
was 13 - almost double the 2021
figure.

- Asked about how she felt about
seeing these figures as a woman, Ms
McEntee admitted that they were
frightening.

She added: “It hits you every single
time. I certainly felt last year and even
this year it was happening too often.

“T think particularly for women
when you read that, youTe just
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MESSAGE Survivor Leona O'Callaghan

Minister
unable to
Interfere in
sentences

EXCLUSIVE BY LOUISE BURNE

JUSTICE Minister Helen McEntee has
said that she cannot interfere in cases
where judges allow rapists to serve
sentences concurrently.

In an interview with the Irish Mirror
as part of our Stop The Violence
campaign, Ms McEntee said that
separation of powers means the
courts’ system is independent of the
Government.

Several survivors of rape or sexual
abuse have raised issues about the fact
that if their assaulter is convicted of
more than one crime or is already in
prison, they may not serve time for
their second crime.

Limerick woman Leona O'Callaghan
previously described this as receiving a
“free rape".

She was raped as a child by Patrick
O'Dea, 52. When he was sentenced he
was already serving a 15-year prison
term over a different rape and was
given a concurrent sentence.

Ms O'Callaghan told a conference in
2019: “To me, it felt like a message that
either my or the other girl's rape didn't
really matter. Our legal system says he

'/ star says
tsnot OK &
make a fuss

BY MARISA MACKLE

TV star Muireann O'Connell has
urged women to “make a fuss" if
they experience sexual harassment.

Speaking to comedian Emma
Doran on their joint podcast, And
Another Thing, Muireann shared
some upsetting stories sent in to her
by listeners, adding: “We have to do
something.”

She told her listeners that women
should not stay quiet.

Muireann continued: “Make a fuss,
tell everyone. If you can't call it out,
tell someone about it.

"“Don't let anyone ever say that
you're hysterical, that you're making
a big deal out of nothing, that you
can't take a joke. That's not true.

“We do not have to be OK with
what people are doing to us.”

Emma said she was "so shocked
but not surprised"” by the influx of
stories, but said she experienced
“endless flashers" as a teen.

The Dubliner said: “At the time, we
were all told that the general thing
was it's harmless. He's harmless. It's
harmless.”

She told of her shock when a
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thinking why or how.
“WeTe talking about domestic
violence more. Were doing more,
particularly after
Covid.
“The fact that
there were more
year, it just really i
doesn’t sit well. women killed in Ireland
« ; M [ast year, double the
You think it number in 2021
should be seeing
figures going in
tion.
« people contacted
It dmakes ?e Women's Aid last year,
more determined to SILVSIRNSVENIPIY
actually turn those
have less women in that situa-
tion.
“It's upsetting. It's upsetting for
every woman to see that.
showed that more women were killed
in domestic incidents than there
were more general homicides.
“We should be screaming from the

weTe committed to doing more,
women killed last
the opposite direc- 3] '000
figures around and

“The Garda figures last year
rooftops when that happens.

“We have a plan in place. Were

working towards it.

“But everybody should be sitting
up and saying, "Why is this §
happening? How can I do more? {
How can I prevent this from §
happening?”

The Government published its
Third National Strategy on
Domestic, Sexual and Gender-
Based Violence last year.

At the launch, Ms
McEntee, alongside
then-Tanaiste Leo
Varadkar and Equality
Minister Roderic

%Gormgll? ;tat.ed STRATEGY
that public buy-in Roderic 0'Gorman
was required. and Leo Varadkar

flasher once jumped out in front of
her as she walked to her car.
Emma said: “A flasher came at me

He jumped towards me. So, | actually
jumped out onto the road.”

She added that she reported the
incident to gardai, but she was still

“really, really nervous" about walking

back to her car after the upsetting
encounter with the flasher.

Speaking a year on, she admitted that
while she believes public support is
building, there is a way to go.

She said: “The fact [is] that more
women were murdered in their
homes than there were homicides.

“The fact that one in every five
women have said they've been

. raped.

“If that was any other crime
or statistic, I would wonder
would people be marching
on the streets and
screaming and roaring
the place down?

“T do think people
are listening. 1 do

think they've sat up.

I do think more people are on
board with trying to bring about
change. I think we need to just keep
talking about it. It's like a lot of issues,
it comes into the domain and then it
often leaves it”

Figures published by Women’s Aid
earlier this week showed the number
of people contacting the service
increased by 16% in 2022, with more
than 31,000 contacts.

Ms McEntee said that while the
figures are stark, they are also positive
as it shows that women are coming
forward to seek help.

However, she also believes that the
figure is just the “tip of the iceberg”
and we do not know the full extent of

domestic violence in Ireland. The
minister continued: “When you look
at the figures that were published last
week, the CSO figures as well, the
sexual violence surveys, one in five
women have been raped or sexually
assaulted.

GROUP

“You apply that to any group of
people you know, any group of girls
that you'e a part of or any room you
walk into.

“We'e only getting the tip of the
iceberg here”

The lack of Irish refuge spaces in
Ireland has been long criticised. The
Istanbul Convention calls for Ireland
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SHOCKING Monday's report

to have 476 refuge spaces. The
Domestic Violence Strategy,
however, commits to doubling
Ireland's space from 140 to 280 over
the plan’s five-year life span.

Ms McEntee said that these
targets will be expanded and the
total number of required spaces will
be put in place in later plans.

During her first three years at the
helm of the Department of Justice,
the minister has brought in a
number of new laws to tackle
gender-based violence.

This includes CoCos law, which
criminalised the distribution of inti-
mate images without consent.

Legislation to make stalking and

& 2 aplanisinplace

i o victims knew their killer

But she admits
more needs done

non-fatal manual strangulation will

“understanding of what victims go
be enacted in the coming weeks and  through, how you can re-traumatise

the maximum sentences for
assault causing harm
will be increased.

However, Ms
McEntee accepts
that more needs to
be done.

She explained
that plans are to
be put in place to
have specialised
domestic and sexual
violence judges and

victims through the
process’.

The minister
added: “But also
what is appro-
priate in terms of
the crime and the
sentence
matching each
other.

“Often what we
see and what people

MIRROR
(11‘1‘[]’1‘](;1 \ feel is that tlrie
courts. sentence simply

This will be done doesn't match the crime that’s
she explained, so that there is an happened.” Ms McEntee said that a

Irish Mirror
lifts lid on
violence

Domestic and Sexual Violence
Agency will be set up early next
year and that the Government
will continue to look at consent
and making sure that it’s “clearly
understood in the courts™.

However, she stressed again that
societal change will play a pivotal
role in tackling gender-based
violence.

The minister said: “The only way
we do that is by campaigns like
the one that youre running, me
continuing to prioritise it as
minister, organisations continuing
to talk about it and media showing
that this is still a problem.”

news@irishmirror.ie

gets a free one. | never did find out
which one of us was the free rape.”

POWER

Asked about this case, Ms McEntee
said that while not all sentences have
to run concurrently, it is not in her
power to dictate to judges about how
sentences are handed down.

She explained: “Unfortunately, it's
not something that | can intervene in.
With the separation of powers, it is for
ajudge to decide.

“While | would love to, in those kinds
of instances, make my own opinion
known and to direct in whatever way
from a Minister for Justice point of
view, I'm not allowed to.

"You do have certain cases where
you do have consecutive sentences.

“What | can do and what | am doing
is making sure that there's a greater
focus on education within the judiciary
when it comes to rape, sexual assault,
domestic violence cases.

"We have what's called Supporting a
Victims' Journey. That's all about how
we can support victims through the
judicial process.

“We have a plan around training
judges, that's already started.”
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BY LARISSA NOLAN

MURDER victims in Ireland are

now more likely to be innocent
women in their own homes than
gangland deaths.

That’s the stark statistic cited by
Det Sgt Laura Sweeney, the country’s
top female officer fighting domestic
abuse.

She said the numbers of women
killed by a current or ex partner, often
in the supposed safety of the home,
now exceeds those involved in organ-
ised crime.

DS Sweeney - of the Garda’s
National Domestic Abuse Unit -
highlighted the direct link between
domestic violence and the sharp rise
in rates of female killings.

She spoke to the Irish Mirror as our
special investigation revealed how
the numbers of women and girls who
suffered violent deaths almost
doubled in one year.

Our data found there were 13
female victims of homicides in 2022
- a hike 0f 85% in one year. Already in
2023, there have been seven killings.

Almost 90% knew the attacker and
more than 75% happened at home.
Since 2019, there have been 38 femi-
cides, with the average age of 40.

DS Sweeney said: “A murder victim
is more likely to be a domestic homi-
cide than a gangland killing.

“Taoiseach Leo Varadkar said
domestic abuse in Ireland is at
epidemic proportions and there is
nothing to dissuade from that.

“All statistics and figures back it up
and most domestic homicide victims
are female, at 52%.

“My job is to demonstrate the
direct link between the abuse call into
the station or the breach of an order
and the domestic homicide.

“It’s the motivation when you have
an entire family obliterated at the
hands of someone they lived with.

“The figures for 2022 were
shocking. I would love to say I know
why they have risen so much.

TRAINING

“We have domestic abuse policies
brought in for training gardai. We
have started using risk evaluation
tools. We have brought in the crime
of coercive control.

“We have all that and yet we still
have this rise in women murdered.

“In a lot of cases, there is no
preceding domestic abuse call. Why?
No one goes from a happy relation-
ship to being bludgeoned to death.

“Something has gone wrong, why
aren't people talking to us?

DS Sweeney is determined to find
out and has made it her life's work to
curb the epidemic.

Behind the statistics are real lives
cruelly cut short.

They include Jennie Poole, who
was 24 when she was stabbed to
death in her home in Dublin’s Finglas
by boyfriend Gavin Murphy, and
Mary O'Keeffe, 72, burned
to death by Michael
Leonard who set fire to
her car.

DS Sweeney, 45, who
has 24 years’ experience
and has worked in the
Garda National Protective
Services Unit since 2017.

women suffered violent
deaths in 2022 - up
85% in one year

Homicides
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women In
their own
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executions
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DS Laura Sweeney urged
more victims to speak out
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Garda highlights link between domestic abuse & murder

She had her own wake up call in 2013,
when she trained with Women’s Aid
for two days.

The officer explained: “I realised
after about the first hour, we have got
this so wrong. We are not doing what
we need to be”

On one occasion, she spoke to a
woman who described a horrific

of victims know
the person who
attacked them

attack, which left her lucky to be alive
When Sweeney looked it up on the
PULSE system, it was listed as:
“Assault causing harm, damage to
cheekbone, medical attention.”

She said: “This woman had had a
hoover flex wrapped around her neck
repeatedly and pulled and when that
didn't kill her, he picked her up by the

Average age of the
Irishwomen who

have been killed own home

of victims were
attacked in their

neck and smashed her face off a
bedside locker.

“She had told gardai this in her
statement. But somehow that was
drilled down to eight words.

“We were not seeing domestic
abuse for what it is. We were not
linking domestic killings with abuse
calls. That has all changed.

“Now, gardai will deal
with you professionally,
empathetically and appro-
priately. We see you.

“We are conscious one
in four women are victims
of domestic abuse’”

DS Sweeney says
abuse “thrives on silence”
and the abuser will only

stop when the consequences become
too great for them.

She explained how gardai use high-
risk indicators to recognise those
caught in it. Those who have been
throttled are at gravest risk.

She added: “A major risk is non-
fatal strangulation, any strangulation
is increases the risk of homicide by
750%. Any attempt to obstruct your
airways is the mark of an abuser.
Most domestic homicides occur in
the upper torso region.

“We also know that physical abuse
often starts during pregnancies.

“Another indicator is animal abuse,
if someone can kill a creature, they
are showing what they are capable of.

“You'e at the greatest risk when

. i
INNOCENT

& Jennie Poole was killed by Murphy

8 DEFENCELESS
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Mary O'Keeffe was murdered by Leonard
i S

you are contemplating leaving or have
left the relationship”

It ties in with how domestic abuse
reports rose after lockdowns, by 16%
according to Women’s Aid, as the
return of normal life allowed

victims a chance to E
escape, ‘ -~

DS Sweeney said:
“Domestic abuse is
like living with a
terrorist. You are
being hunted.

“When people say,
‘Why don't they just
leave? It is so frus-

trating. The greatest
threat is when the

abuser senses, believes,

or are told the abused partner is
leaving, they will then ramp it up so the
person thinks, T am safer in this rela-
tionship than out of it’. Post-separation

abuse is so bad, they will use every-
thing in their reach, peddling lies, the
lines of ‘poor me and ‘Shes crazy. Even
in homicide, this is the narrative they
keep up in garda interviews.”
DS Sweeney will be at the
forefront of the battle, to
protect these women
who are our sisters,
friends, mothers and
daughters.

She said: “There is
great momentum on
the issue, from the

Justice Minister to the
Commissioner to the
DPP. More people
coming forward and
we must match that.
You don't get a second chance with an
abuse victim. There is a lot on our

shoulders to get right”
news@irishmirror.ie

Warders hid' [ag from press

BY DAVID RALEIGH

A REPORT is being complied into
an alleged security breach at
Limerick Prison where staff alleg-
edly helped an offender avoid press
cameras.

The media were waiting outside
Limerick Circuit Court on the day
the man was to appear in court.

The matter was brought to the
attention of Justice Minster Helen
McEntee by Independent TD
Mattie McGrath.

In his letter it was alleged a
convict who was on bail appealing

ajail sentence “drove into a secure
area of Limerick Prison car park”.
It’s alleged he “was assisted and
brought to a secure area in the
court by prison staff in an
unmarked private car owned by a
senior member of staff™.
Mr McGrath wrote: “This
appears to me to be a misuse
of the Limerick prison facili-
ties and a complete disregard
for procedures and rules when
members of the public have to
attend court in a
LETTER Mattie McGrat

completely different way. When the
case was over he was again taken
through the secure areas without
authority and placed back into the
senior management’s car and taken
away from cameras outside the

court that were waiting”
An Irish Prison Service
spokeswoman confirmed
“we have been made
| aware of an alleged

breach of security.
“The Minister has
requested a report on the

\ matter.
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Our Girls in Green have made history by making it all the
way to the World Cup and we're getting right behind them.
We want you to too!

Send us your good luck messages for the 2023 Ireland
World Cup squad and you could feature in our ad

campaign!

Simply scan the code below and fill out your message to
the team. Add a photo and video too if you want!

WEe'll select some of your messages

to feature as ads in the paper and on
Irishmirror.ie. Let's help the nation get
right behind the Girls in Green.

As a thank you for helping us get behind
the team, you'll also have the chance

to win a 58” Samsung Smart TV worth
€549 - perfect for watching the games on,
thanks to our friends at Currys.

So get entering now!

Mirror

In association with  CUITYs

“COME ON YOU

GIRLS IN GREEN"
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BY MICHAEL O'TOOLE

THE number of women and girls
killed in Ireland has almost
doubled in a year, an Irish Mirror
investigation can reveal today.

‘We have established 13 females
were victims of homicides in 2022 -
that’s an increase of six from the
year before representing a massive
hike of 85%.

And with half of 2023 still to come,
already six women have suffered
violent deaths this year.

If that grim trend continues, there
are likely to be more than 10 women
killed in 2023.

An Irish Mirror analysis of all
femicides shows there have been 38
since the start of 2019.

In 2019, there were six victims. That

vas the same toll as 2020.

Santina Cauley, who was just two
when she was murdered by Karen
Harrington in her Cork city apart-
ment in July 2019, was the youngest
victim.

While the oldest woman to die
violently was 88, the average age of
the victims was 40.

Four victims were aged under 10.
They included Carla McGinley, three,
who was killed with her brothers
Conor, nine, and seven-year-old
Darragh.

They were killed by their mum
Deirdre Morley at the family home in
. South Dublin, in January
2020. She was later found not guilty

of their murde:

Asfira Raza Banu was just 11 when
she was murdered by her father
Sameer Syed at the family home in
Ballinteer, South Dublin, in 2020.

The brute also killed his wife Seema
Banu, who was 37, and his six-year-
old son Faizan. Syed was charged with
their murders but cheated justice by
taking own life.

Eight women victims were aged
between 21 and 30 - the range with
the highest number of deaths.
hose who died in this group
included Sandra Boyd, who was 36
when she was shot dead at a house in
Finglas, North Dublin, in March last
year.

Her brother Derek Boyd, 28,
admitted her manslaughter and was
later jailed for two years. The gun
fired accidentally when he was
holding it.

Those aged between 31 and 40
accounted for five deaths, while
there were six victims aged between
41 and 50.

SEEMA, ASFIRA

|
SANDRA BOYD

Shot dead by her brother Derek

Investigation stats

M No charges: 2 (5.2%)

M Convicted: 12 (31.5%)

M Person charged and before the courts:

19 (50%)

Our Inquiry:
reveals shockin
levels of attacks
on women & girls

13 killed last
ear Is almost

double tragic
toll from 2021
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his own life after the murder: 3 (8%)
M Cases where murder accused have

been found not guilty by reason of
insanity: 2 (5.2%)

Murdered by Sameer Syed in October 2020

as she walked home from work in
central Dublin in January 2021. A
17-year-old was later convicted of
her murder and jailed for life with a

review after 13 years.
Six woman were aged between 51
and 60 and seven

Victims aged ~Location of deaths: e ﬁ_%_wwm
between 41 and g Family home: 29 (76.2%) included Anne
50 included mpuplicarea:3(®%) Butler, who was
Urantsetseg Tser- i other house/property: 3 (8%) 71 when her

endorj, who was
48 when she was
stabbed to death

M Car: 2(5.2%)
M Hospit:

1(2.6%)

body was found
in her home

Kilkenny in March 2020. Trevor Rowe,
31, is serving life for her brutal
murder. His trial heard Mrs Butler
suffered a tortuous and painful death.

We have also established that in
just four of the 38 cases the victims
didn't know their killer, or the person
who has been charged over their
deaths.

That means 89.5% of female homi-
cide victims knew their killer, or
alleged killer.

Among them was mum-of-two
Jasmine McMonagle, who was 28

With 6 deaths
= this year already

S qrim total set

% T1se higher still

when she was strangled ~ How they died: death in her apart-
and beaten to death at ~ Assault 12 (31.6%) ment in Finglas,
her home in Letterk- ~ Stabbed 16 (42.1%) North Dublin in 2021.
enny, Co Donegal, in  Strangled 4 (10.5%) Her ex-boyfriend,
January 2019. Shot2  (5.2%) Gavin Murphy, 30, was

Arson 3 (8%)
Suffocated: 1(2.6%)

jailed for life for her
murder in April.

Two women died in
a car. One was 72-year-
old Mary O'Keeffe who was found in
a burning car at Doneraile, Co Cork
in February 2021.

Michael Leonard, 64, of Hillcrest,
Glenosheen, Kilmallock, Co Limerick,

Her on-off partner
Richard Burke, 32, was
jailed earlier this year
for 14 years for her
manslaughter.

And like Jasmine, 29 - or 76.2% - of
the victims died in the family home.

Those included Jennie Poole, who
was just 24 when she was stabbed to

irishmirror.ie

JASMINE McMONAGLE

hard Burke in her Co Donegal home

is serving life for her murder. Three
women died in a public area and one
in a hospital after an attack in her
own home.

A further three died in another
property that was not their home.

In 12 of the cases, gardai have
already secured a conviction. In 19
instances, a suspect has been charged.

In three cases, the killer was identi-
fied but later took their own life and
the investigation was closed.

And in two cases or 5.2%, the killer
was found not guilty by reason of

insanity. That is also the number of
unsolved cases where nobody has
been brought before the courts or
took their own life after the killing.

However, in both instances gardai
have identified and arrested a suspect,
but they were later released without
charge and the investigation is
ongoing.

Some 16 victims were stabbed —
which is 42% of all deaths. Another 12
(31.5%) died from assaults and four
(11%) were strangled.

news@irishmirror.ie
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Brutally murdered by Trevor Rowe Killed at hands of Michael Leonard

JENNIE POOLE

Murdered by ex-boyfriend Gavin Murphy

FATALITIES

Together we can end toll of terror

THE shocking G__ om violence revealed in for an end to the toll of terror. Change is
today's Irish Mirror investigation shows last needed in policy and laws to ensure proper

year was one of the deadliest years jail deterrents.

against Ireland's women and Resources are crucial to

a_ﬂm. i ) provide safe haven for victims -
And this year is on track to an increasing concern in the

be just as dangerous.

midst of our housing crisis.
And we need a national
awareness push to educate
our young men that it's never
acceptable to attack a woman.
Together we can all shout

Three in four fatal attacks
were in the home.

Today we launch our Stop
The Violence campaign which
aims to add our voice to those
of victims and fami

MIRROR
CAMPAIGN

monpay 9062023 IRISH DAILY MIRROR E

E VIOLENCE

.

uns e

[ A ERA

€150k spent
on Mansion
House work
and refurbs

BY KEN FOXE
MORE than €150,000 was
spent last year on

refurbishment at Dublin's
Mansion Hous

This included the
rehanging of historic
curtains, the €7,000
purchase of “bespoke long
cushions”, and restoration
of a 19th century mirror.

A sum of €8,800 w
spent by Dublin City
Council on glazing to
better noise-proof and
insulate windows in the
Lord Mayor’s bedroom,
work carried out by Time-
less Sash Windows.

Covid concerns resulted
in the €7,800 replacement
of an air handling unit in
the Oak Room of the
building, an 18th century
national monument.

‘Works carried out over
the past 300 years had
meant the Oak Room and
its adjoining bar had no
natural ventilation with
windows and external
doors having been blocked
up for expansions

A contract award said:
“An old air handling unit is
in place and was inspected
following Covid to check if
it met Government Covid
guidelines and it was
found not to do this’

A major repair job to an
18th century plaster
ceiling ended up costing
almost €20,000 after
damage was found to be
worse than expected.

Asked about the
expenditure, Dublin City
Council said they had no
comment to make.

Probe after
3men hurt

AN investigation has been
launched after three men
were taken to hospital
following assaults.

It is believed the inci-
dent took place on the
grounds of Slane Castle in
Co Meath on Saturday as a
lean-up of the concert site
continued.

Two were taken to Our
Lady of Lourdes Hospital
in Drogheda and one
was brought to Connolly
Hospital, Blanchardstown.

It is believed that two of
the men suffered stab
wounds in the incident.




