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Maga fans don’t
just believe Trump —
ey believe in him

Y 10.30am, the

Make America

Greai Again (Maga)
M7 movement |s in full
Aow. Thousands of them are
snaking around the erected
crash barrlers, waliing for
the Bryee Jordan Center to
open. Donald J Tramp is
scheduled to appear at 4pm
N this unIVersiEy wwn 1n
central PFennsylvania,

As It is 1o turn out. he
WOn't make 1t until after
5.30pm. But these are the
Fatthful, and they arrived In
the early morning to ensure
admittance. Conversations
with some among thém
indicate that they don't
comsider the quening and
long walting as asacrifice, or
&Vien an inconvenience. 11's
all part of the day out. They
haven't just come (o see
Trump. They have come o
be together. insulated from a
world that they don't recog:
nise or appreciate.

"1 Was Just SAYIng to a
friend of mine here that it"s
1Ke when you go to chureh,”
Jonathan Wakson says. “You
hang owt with like minded
people who belleve the same
things you do

YENCIY persan here, |
would say, well, 88%, are
trua-hine consarvarive,
Chiristlan-values type of

people. And we all like hang-

1ng ont with penple ke
that.”

Jonathan wears an alyof
fiendly hospitality as he
talks and simultaneonsly di-
rects parking cars on & vol-
untary basts. He has ona
Maga hat, A 18 of ARAFican
flags. and a red shirt. He is
fAr removed from the Maga

caricature of angy man rail-

Ing agaimst the world.

Maga is the movement
that represents Trump's
base. His appeal has broa-
dened, particularly in recent
vaars, but these are the
people whe set him on his
way. They don't venerate
Rim 1A & traditional sense,
but they do consider him
thelr wolce, their leadsr,
thelr hope efrolling back the
VEAS O Some Imaginary
past.

Steve Carwick digs the
vibe that permeates the

crowd under a strong autum-

nal &in. “Wa're Just Hke.
minded people hanging
Around,” he says. "It feels
just ke family." Asked
about Tromp, ke repties
quickly: “He will make
America great again.”
Purther probing will ses
Steve grow a litde animated
about the media and dark
forves that are work in
Ameriea and beyond.
Evervbody is In Mne v,
A knot of good ole boys are
sharing a few beers at the

Trump's rallies are like church services or perhaps a

Munster fina

: The surge of people leaving early don't

need to hang around as they are happy to have borne
witness and been in communion with their man.
Mick Clifford talks to Maga devotees in Pennsylvania

rear of a flatbed truck done
up in Trump images and
painted flags and guns. Loud
musie that is somewhers
souih of rap is booming out
from large attached speakers
with the word “Trump” de-
tectable now and again,

Nearby, EwWo women have
set up a stall to register
vorers. A man isapproaching
people to sign a petldon
about the Second Amend-
meent (o the US Constituton,
the right to bear arms. There
15 & woman handing out fres
bottles of water to these in
the long quens. Practically
everybody 18 waaring red.
Practically everybody is
white, although there are a
smattering of Aslan faces.

TWa protestors circle the
crowd. One has a loud-hailer
mrongh which he proclaims
Jesus's displeasure at
Trump and all his works.
The ather carries a placard
and every now and again
sheaks around behind a few
people holding a large Maga
banner. When the fatthful
take pictures of {he banner,
our friend photobombs the
oetaston, grinning as he
raises his placard which
bears the legend " Fellow Re-
publicans Defend America.
Rejeet all Maga eandidates.”
[t"s fair to say nobody pays
him a biind bit of notiee.

Everywhere (heiheare cops
wearing various hues of
blue, green, and hlack. Local
cOps, Etate Cops, CUps on
horseback, cops from Home-
land Security, and more
from the Sccret Service.
Followlng the attempt on
Trump's life in Butler, which
15 als0 In Pennsylvania, se-
curity has been ramped up at
the railies

There is a long lst of the
items that will not make it
pasi screening (o get 1o the
venue. “Toasters” are listed
as batng prohibiied, Who
would brring & toaster to a
palitieal rally? You will also
have a problem i you show
1P wWith “drones and other
unmanned slreraf systems™
or “explosives of any kind”
or "weapons™. Even umbrel-
las are banned.

Tha rally s taking place on
the campus of Penn State
University, with its neat
thoroughfares and rad biick
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accommodation centres. A
strong breeze pushescrinkly
leaves the colour of st
down thi strect In the wake
of the crowds heading for the
Bryoe Jordan Center wnich
is the home of the college's
tasketball teams, Decked out
n Maga red, they could be
after parking up en routeto a
GAA Munster Anal

The rally was called at
three days’ notice, which is
unustial, but a push 1% on in
Pennsylvania. a crueial state
Vi the elaction. While the
university town Is blue — as
n Democratic — 1t 15 sur-
rounded by a sea of red. And
oth candidates KEnow that
getting out the vote in this
state will be ane of the hig-
gest determinants In who
gets to the White House,

Dave and Vieky are togged
outhead-to-toe in Maga gear,
and they're here with ther
three small dogs. They won't
be jolning the queue though.

e e fust watching all
the people,” Dave says,

R TR 00 aldl tD stand for
six hours, We're going to go
home and wateh iton TV."
o why Trump, why again?

“He's smarter this time
around,” Dave says. “ We saw
the destruction that four
yvears of Biden has done and
wo're ready to see things
right again.”

And what's wrong with
America that it nesds m be
made great agam?

“Gas prices,” Dave says.
SGEOCETY prices, Inflation,”
Vicky says. “The national
debe, all the lisgal Imml-
granis,” Dave says. They are
very welcoming and give the
fimpression they'd nearly

bring you back to their place
ko watch the spectacle with a
fow beors,

Magn came together
largely on cultural, and pars
ticulady immigration, is-
sues, but the economy 1s to
the fore right now,

“Prices are high mfatlon
i high, food |s high, gas is
high.” Steve Carwick says.

“We can't keep spending
maney and giving money
away and sarvive,” he says,

referencing what he percelv-

&5 as the policy of the out-
guing Biden administration.

W CRECE A ve Oother Sonm-

trfes salling iis st T We have
o be self sufficient.™

Pattl Stower 15 here with
her friend Bella Morrison.
The economy 1s Pattl's
pumber one lssuwe,

"Elght Years ago he
[Tramp] took offics and
things were substantially
cheaper. Food was cheaper.
He gets things done, He
know s what bo do and how o
dio it He was a businessman
and he makes things happen
by his actions.”

She does not Aceept that
Trip inheribed a6 1psw-
Inging economy from his
predecessor, Barack Obama.
Mor that much of the In-
flatton fad wo dowith fBetors
bayond Joe Biden's control.

Michael Peaples came all
the wav oo Ohio. Hels a
regular at Trump rallies, In-
cluding the recant one In
Butler, when Trump re-
turmed to the scene whers he
Was shot last June.,

e@When
Trump gets in
he’s going to
bring the prices
back down,
inflation is
going to go
back down..."

“The vost of evervthing
has tripled,” he says. “Iruna
business and matorials [
used o get for §12 a lnad are
now §25. When Trump gets
in, he's going to bring the
priceshack down, Inflationis
olng o go back down. The
Arst thing Biden dd was give
out free money, Then nobody
wants to work. They gave out
covid money and covid
WasH't around anymore but
they Just gave it onit any-
way.

NFLATION is defi-
nitely one of the matn
{ssiies in this eleciion
and it doesn‘t mateer
who or whiat 15 responsibile,
Perception is reality in
polities, and prices toak off
while Biden was in office and
Harris his vice president

In Trump they trust. They
see a businessman who be-
came very wealthy and 1s
now turning his talent o
politics. They hear a man
who talks for them, not at
them. They don’t ook too
closely at his record in busl
niess and they view any
negative analysis as an at-
tack on the man who will
Iead them out of peraiton.

All who spoke to the Irish
Examiner dlsmiss the con
tention that January B was
an assault on democracy.
“Exaggerated” 1s a common
word used. Only Jonathan
Watsan, with his openly re-
lgious sensibility, has some
minor quanfications.

“Ithink thers's more (o the
story,” he says. “The investl
gation was all one-sided "
When pashed that it was
openly and abviously a viol-
ent assaulton the seat of gov-
ernment, he does offer a
minor concession.

“I heard that some people
Wwho Wené ihere Went 1nno-
cently to see Trump and got
caught up In it Bt thepe ape
some other people who
should defnitely be eruel
fed, If [ can use that word,
Maost of them though, they
weres peacefil protéstors.”

The reftain is similar re-
garding the myriad criminal
and civll proceedings in
which the eandidme 1s
mired. Largely, they con-
sider him a victim and they
can relate (o his victimhood

lican présidential candidate Donald T dances as he leaves the stage after his campaian ral
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in a world where they believe
the same dark farcesare also
ranged against them.

Inside the centre, the placa
has all the feel of a bigmaich
day. The auditorium holds
ardound 15,000, bui the upper
tier is cordoned off, reducing
CApACItY 1o 10,000 Thers has
been some publiclty in re-
cent months over large
swathes of empty seats at
Trump rallies so maybe
that's a Eactor at play. In any
event, the whole place looks
a lot smaller than it does on
TV.

At 2 30pm, ehings kiek off
with varlois speakers, in-
elzding a pastor with a
prayer and a student 1o sing

the pledge of alleglance,
Then the PA announces the
next speaker. “Flease wel-
come o the stage, Hunter
Biden's former business
partner, Teny Bobulinskl,”
Tony walkson withhis Maga
hat, waving at the crowd,
alve to this Ave minies of
fame.

“Prur years ago | came ont
o tell the world about the
Biden erime family and their
coOFTuption,” he says. Afer
that, he has very lintle of in-
terest to add. In Maga world,
terms like “the Biden crime
family"” is torally accepeable,
as i some maloso cutllt was
being referenced.

Congressworman Marjorie

& Charly Triball

Taylor Green also comes on
stage. She 18, #Ven 1n un-
biaged circles, often reforred
t0 A% 8 nugjon. At ane point
she suggests that on the day
in 2017 that Trump was being
matgurated, Demociats
came onto the streets of
Washiington "and nearly
buint the place down ",

“Watlt a minute,” she says.
“Ism’t that an Inswrvection or
something? And fhey say we
APE 3 threat 10 AemocTacy.”

The eplsode which she de-
seribes has abanlitely no
basis in fact, but Ls now, no
donbe, imprnted on the
psyche of Maga.

The crowd grows Impa-
tlent when 4pm comes and

AP laety

poes and thén S5pm passes
and still no sign of the sav-
lour.

Eventually, he appears at
5.35pm to wild applause, He
walks on ana sWays to the
mushe for a few minutes be-
fOre StEOINE U 10 the micro-
phone,

*[ begin with a simple
question,™ he says. “Are you
better off now than you were
folr Years ago™

The crowd provide the
pAntomime response. “No.”

The question is entirely
legirimate. As are ANy ques-
Hons abowt the outgoing ad-
ministration's record on lm-
migratton and particulary
in Pennsylvania, Kamala
Harris's previous assertion
that she Was opposed to
fracking, which is big busi-
ness in the state, But that's

not what Trump does. In-
stead he reverts to dend
gration and allegations

which are demonstrably Hes,

It's the same roatine that
NAS been saen across the
world over the last six
montha. He rambles berwean
“savage criminal immni-
grants” and wouches each
stibject, Inclnding issies ke
gender dysphoria, ina
manner that 18 dasigned to
belittle and denlgraie.

Some of 1t 15 beyond sily.

Asserting his ability to
SO Wars, he says that he
Wil end the war in Ukraine
very quickly.

Andhe says that the Tall-
ban would never have got
away with what they did
ander his watch.

“I said o Abdullah [he
doesn’t give a swrnamel,

don't 4o 1t Abdullah, and he
didin’i do 1L”

All of the domestic and in
ternational lssues he ouches
on are infused with his seif-
proclaimead ability to negotk
ate and strike a deal,

Ahove all, he 18 4 super-
lative huckster,

FTER 1D minates, &

stoarly stream of

plinters began

tralpsing up the
alsles towards the exis. [t
thickens as the rambling
spesch 'wends on.

The axodus 18 not Feflec-
tive of disgust or even bore-
fdom at Troamp's general dia-
tribe, Instead, it's as if the
day 15 now done, the result
and thetoric Knowi, and
better to beat the mareh traf-
A, They had a good day out

with thalr brethren. They
saw Trump In the lesh and
cheered him on stage. They
want him to make America
great again, bue they don't
Want to Rave to 11sten to him
fior too long.

Trump rambles on, ent-
ting now and again toone of
the attack ads that play on
big screens. He says he will
fix everything and the erowd

APPEAF (0 Bellave hiff, oF par-

haps belleve in him.

ARer an hour and 20 min-
uies, lpe steps back to more
lond eheering and sXis with
Waves and & Faissd At

He is, withour doubr. the
most consaquential polit-
clan in the USA In recent
decades_and if he wins on
Movember 5, his power and
influenes will spread wider
than ever before,

Ahead of Trumg's rally, Jenathan Watson said: ‘Every person here |
would say, well, %8%, are true-blue conservative, Christian-values

type of people. And we all like hanging out with people like that."

Having queued since mid-merning. Trump supperters eventually
got to see their man in the Bryce Jordan Center after 5.38pm.

Bella Marrisom and Patti Stover. Ms Stover tells Mick Clifferd:
“[Trumipl knows what todo and how 1o do it. He was a businessman
and he makes things happen by his actiens.’

Dave and Vicky told Midk Clifford they were heading home to watch
the rally on TV, They blame Joe Biden for runaway inflation.
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armiving for Donald Trump's ral Ir.h1 hnrﬁplﬁ:h “They
Just come te see Trump. They have come to be together,
insulated from a world that they don't recognise or appredate.” greeted with posters for Maga hats and other pro-Trump products

haven't People queuing outside Donald Trump's rally in Penndylvania were




