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Signs of
change

New road
speed limits

Cork County
Council workmen
change road signs
in Union Hall,

Co Cork, yesterday
as the speed limit
on local roads
changed from
80km/h to 60km/h
in an attempt to
reduce the number
of road deaths.

How are my local roads
affected?: Conor Pope, page 3
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More than 14,500 vacant properties
identified across county, new figures show

A fifth of the buildings have been vacant for
more than four years with many derelict

OLIVIAKELLY
Dublin Editor

More than 14,500 homes and
commercial properties are va-
cant across Dublin, with 4,000
lying empty in the city centre,
new figures obtained by The
Irish Times show.

More than one fifth of vacant
buildings are long-term vacant
- defined as being unoccupied
for more than four years — with
manynow derelict or at substan-
tial risk of falling into dilapida-
tion and ruin, according to the
figures supplied by An Post’s

data company GeoDirectory.
The analysis of vacancy lev-
els across Dublin city and coun-
tyat the end of the third quarter
of last year shows that 5,746
commercial properties, 2,126
mixed-use premises (generally
buildings with ground floor
shops, restaurants or offices,
and flats above) and 6,641
homes were vacant.
GeoDirectory identified just
over 12,000 vacant properties
across the capital at the end of
the second quarter of 2023, indi-
cating vacancy levels in Dublin
have increased by more than

20 per centin justover a year.

Most vacant properties — 63
per cent across the capital —are
now unoccupied for one to two
years. These may include newly
built homes and offices yet to be
occupied, or can signify delaysin
the sales process for sec-
ond-hand properties. However,
23 per cent of buildings are now
vacant for more than four years.

In-depth street-level data for
the city centre post codes of
Dublin1,2,7 and 8 -broadly de-
fined asthe area within the Roy-
al and Grand canals - has facili-
tated mapping of the extent,
type and duration of vacancy in
the heart of the city.

Commercial

Ofthe 4082 buildings in this area
half are commercial, with one
third residential and just over a
quarter (27 per cent) mixed. The
highest number of vacant build-
ings are in Dublin 2, at almost
41 per cent, but three quarters of

irishtimes.com

these are commercial.

More than half of the empty
properties with flats above com-
mercial units are in Dublin1-a
total of 610 — with particular
concentrations around the
city’s largely Victorian shop-
ping streets of Parnell Street,
Talbot Street, Capel Street and
Dorset Street.

The almost 1,000 empty
homes, whichinclude new apart-
ments as well as second-hand
homes, show an even spread
acrossthe city’s four post codes.

More than 700 of the empty
properties in the four post-
codes have been vacant for
more than four years. While
notall of these buildings are der-
elict, they are at increased risk
of dereliction.

Dublin City Council’s Dere-
lict Sites Register includes
about 60 properties in the city
centre. However, the council
has “active open files” on sever-
al hundred more properties in

theareaitis currently assessing
for entry to the register, many
of which overlap with the Geo-
Directory list of properties va-
cant more than four years.

Cold comfort

GeoDirectory managing direc-
tor Dara Keogh said residential
vacancy rates across the city
and county, were in fact low at
just 1 per cent, but conceded
that was cold comfort to those
looking for ahome.

“There is a level of vacancy
necessary for a functioning
housing market, so that figure
for vacant residential isn’t very
high at all; in fact it’s too low,
but if you're someone who
wants a home, it may not be a
figure you’re happy to be see-
ing,” said Keogh.

However, he said the high lev-
el of commercial vacancy in
Dublin 2 and in mixed buildings
in Dublin 1 was indicative of an
exodus of companies from “old-

Goal’s work hit by Trump aid funding freeze

MARTIN WALL

The aid agency Goal, which re-
ceived more than €100 million
in funding from the giant US
government humanitarian or-
ganisation USAid in 2023, has
said its operationsin some coun-
tries have been hit by the freeze
in spending ordered by the
Trump administrationin Wash-
ington.

However, it said that despite
the funding restrictions, it had

Weather

Acold, dry and bright start to
the day before showers spread
from the east. A cool day with
highs of 4-7 degrees
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received waivers which, for ex-
ample, will allow it to continue
its work in Syria where it has a
large operation.

Accounts show that between
2022 and 2023 USAid provided
Goal with funding of more than
€200 million. Goal’s annual re-
port for 2023 describes USAid as
its “largest donor”.

The report said Goal received
€103 million “which equates to
54 per cent of the total portfolio”.
In 2022, Goal received €113 mil-

Home
News

Seanad:Former RTE
broadcaster Evanne Ni
Chuilinn hasbeen
named as a Fine Gael
Senator asone of the
Taoiseach’s 11 nomi-
nees:page 2

Garda: The disappear-
ance of amother of two
from CoMeath has
beenupgradedtoa
murder inquiry: page 4

lion from the agency. Separately,
the Government also has a part-
nership arrangement with US-
Aid concerning some projects in
Africa.

Malawiprogramme

The Department of Foreign Af-
fairs said it was talking to a
range of other groups and the
government of Malawi to en-
sure a programme — which had
USAid involvement - continued
toimprove food security and nu-

Middle East: Hamas
have announced the
names of three Israeli
hostagestobereleased
todayin exchange for
Palestinian prisoners:
pagell

trition in rural areas in the Afri-
can country.

The Trump administration
put in place a 90-day freeze on
funding provided by USAid to as-
sess its programmes, although
spending on some projects was
permitted to continue.

Those seeking to draw down
further funding must submit re-
quests forwaivers. However, Re-
uters reported last night that
staff reductions at USAid mean
there were no personnel to pro-

Business
Today

PTSB: The bank plans
to cutabout 300 jobs
thisyear after receiving
astronglevel of applica-
tions foravoluntary
redundancy scheme:
pagel8

Construction: Cluid
Housing says it will cost
€20 million to rectify
defectsinits apartment
stock: page 18

cesssuchrequests.

“There’snoonetodoit. It’sto-
tal chaos out in the field and
here, with contractors, recipi-
ents, mission partners. Every-
thing has stopped,” said US con-
gresswoman Lois Frankel, the
top Democrat on a subcommit-
tee that oversees spending on
foreign aid.

How will Trump’s cuts
to US foreign aid hit
Irish charities? Page 10
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AmericanFootball:
Croke Parkwill hosta
regular season NFL
game between the
Pittsburgh Steelers and
the Green Bay Packers
thisyear

GaelicGames: Trib-
utes have been paid to
former Dublin goalkeep-
erand manager Paddy
Cullen who has died
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er style” Georgian and Victori-
an buildings to new “brighter
more eco-conscious offices”.

If this continued, it risked
more city centre buildings be-
cominglongtermvacantor der-
elict, he said.

Dereliction in Dublin,
page 7; Twenty build-
ings and sites that tell
the story of Derelict
Dublin: pages 8-9
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