9/9/24, 11:25 PM

132

2245 @ 4 @ -

Screenshot_20240908-224532.jpg

oNNeJ0

Abuse victims silenced in family courts by ‘parental alienation’

Dehbie McCann

NT
MOTHERS are being advised not
to mention issues of dom c or

sexual abuse in the family courts,
according to alarming new
counts told to the Irish Mail on
Sunday
e women are being warned
that allegations of abuse could be
seen as ‘vindictive’ and could
result in them being accused of
being a ‘parcatal alicnator” and
g custody of their children.
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ts s a situation where
ent wrongfully influe

isk
it to be ‘used ina
anner allowing for violence
against children and their mothers
to remain undetected, and/or
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Last month, this newspaper
reported how Justice Minister,
Helen McEntee pledged to change
the law on its use in our family
courts
One mother told the MoS this
week her ‘jaw dropped” when she
realised that mentioning the
alleged abuse she and her child

could be used against

Fience

1 & senior counsel, a junio
sel, a solicitor and there was
lso n devil (Junic ister) at
the time who w anding back
with her mouth open going, “What
is going on?
‘She hadn't been expos
a .n md he nearly mirr
n. He broke my b nd
aised my child and nobody s
Boing o hear this,’ the woman
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went through three and a halt
years o the family
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High Court, a barrister on the
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issue, pretends it doesnt
ecause all the court can se
s parental alienation
Despite the alleged abuse, the
woman agreed to 35% access and
shut up and they make a finding of
something. the butterfly effect
ed is b
Another mother - who lost cus
tady of her children for sever:
months after being :
® I'4 g
try to fight the il oper
ites in the family law courts but
there are others who advise
women not 1o report as they feel
that it will be used against them.

you can't mention it. 1 call it the
cloak of invisibility in domestic
nce. 1t puts u cloak over the
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was told if I didn't agree 1 would
lose my children completely

‘I would describe it as doing a
deal with the devil The damage
that is done when you are told to
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perpetuated by
the syst

atives will
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It's almost like an invisible sys
tem that is operating within a
system that purports to support
women. We don't even know it

‘The normal rules of
law don’t apply to us’
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1f 1 appeal, it will be brought up

react, thank God, but it in the High Court and 1 w
show re ripping  lose custody. I have a better
shreds out of each other and it is chance of protecting my
all theatre, child by not pru&mp it
‘When it comes to the parental ‘I remember sa;
alienation argument you cannot can't appeal, bacius |
mention something in family law  allegation is a finding of
unless you have a conviction in  parental alienation and 1
criminal law. So, youare iold don't  can't my
bring it up or you will be seen as  children.”
vindictive, don't bring it up or  Th her told
you will be scen as a parental how when she fi
alienator entered the court
The woman told how ‘two bril-  process she had
Hunl gardal investigated the hever heard of
se of her child and urged her  parental alienation
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1 said I can't. She said: “What do  Minister Halen McEntes
you mean, you have to protect vowedto change law
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assessor in good faith husband and not cause any
thinking the truth will - ageravation to
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